












 

 

Proposed Resolution to Amend the Constitution of the Ho-Chunk Nation 
 

WHEREAS, we the people of the Ho-Chunk Nation recognize that we live at a time of 

unprecedented species extinction, ecosystem collapse, and global warming; 

 

WHEREAS, we recognize that environmental laws which regulate the use and exploitation of 

nature are incapable of protecting Mother Earth;  

 

WHEREAS, in the tradition of our Nation’s relationship with Mother Earth, from which we 

came and upon which we depend, we recognize that to protect nature, we must secure the highest 

protections for her through the recognition of rights in the Nation’s highest law, our Constitution; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article IV, Section 3 of the Constitution, we the people of the Ho-

Chunk Nation, through a vote of the General Council, may amend the Constitution;  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, we the people of the Ho-Chunk Nation exercise our 

inherent and inalienable right of sovereignty and self-governance, and hereby amend the 

Constitution with the addition of Article X, Section 2: 

 

 

Article X, Section 2:    Rights of Nature 

 

(a) Rights of Nature.  Ecosystems, natural communities, and species within the Ho-Chunk 

Nation territory possess inherent, fundamental, and inalienable rights to naturally exist, flourish, 

regenerate, and evolve.  This includes, but is not limited to, rights to maintain, recover, and 

preserve their life cycles, structures, and functions; rights to a healthy climate system free from 

human-caused global warming emissions; and rights to the defense, protection, and enforcement 

of their rights. 

 

(b) Prohibitions.  It shall be unlawful within the Ho-Chunk Nation territory for any business 

entity or government to engage in activities that would violate, or infringe upon, the rights 

recognized and secured by this Section, including but not limited to, damage or destruction of 

flora or fauna possessing traditional medicinal significance to the Ho-Chunk Nation or its 

members, fossil fuel extraction, frac sand mining, and the introduction or use of genetically 

engineered organisms. 

 

(c) Implementation and Enforcement.  To implement and enforce the provisions of this 

Section: 

 

(a) The Legislature and government shall take all necessary actions to protect, implement, 

defend, and enforce the provisions of this Section; 

(b) Ecosystems, natural communities, and species within the Ho-Chunk Nation territory may 

enforce or defend the provisions of this Section through an action brought in any proper 

administrative body or court, in the name of the ecosystem, natural community, or species as 

the real party in interest; 



 

 

(c) The Ho-Chunk Nation and any tribal member may enforce or defend the provisions of 

this Section in any proper administrative body or court; and  

(d) Any business entity or government that violates the provisions of this Section shall be 

liable for any damages to an ecosystem, natural community, or species caused by the 

violation.  Damages shall be measured by the cost of restoring the ecosystem, natural 

community, or species to its state before the injury, and shall be paid to the Ho-Chunk Nation 

to be used exclusively for the full and complete restoration and recovery of the ecosystem, 

natural community, or species. 

 

 












