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1. Background

On 10 December 2018, the world celebrates the 70th anniversary of the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the United Nations. The Universal
Declaration and subsequent human rights covenants are treasured as precious
manifestations of the human spirit. The recognition of equal and unalienable rights of all
human beings is an indispensable prerequisite for achieving just and sustainable societies.
Our globalized world, however, brings new challenges to this prospect. We all belong to the
community of life, the Earth community, which determines what rights and responsibilities
we must recognize and honour for each other, for future generations, for all living beings
and the Earth, our home.

The Earth community is in grave danger. Over the last 70 years the human population

has tripled and disparities in economic wealth have greatly increased. Moreover,

overall consumption of Earth’s natural resources by humans has grown at such a rate that
the entire Earth system with its interconnected components - the geosphere, the
hydrosphere, the atmosphere, and the biosphere - are all now at risk. In this way,
humanity is threatening the very living conditions that make the enjoyment of civil,
political, cultural and economic rights possible in the first place. Human rights must
therefore include responsibilities for the Earth community and the entire Earth system.
These imply obligations and new opportunities for all human beings to act as Earth
trustees.

In the course of the last 70 years, people and organisations in many countries and
cultures have called for the recognition of human responsibilities. There are

numerous declarations of duties, obligations and responsibilities that are acknowledged
and celebrated, including those listed in the Annex hereto. Drawing on these declarations
and aware of the challenges that humanity and Earth as a whole are now facing, it is
urgently necessary to supplement these instruments with new ones that formally
recognise the human responsibilities that exist towards the Earth community and the
Earth system.

Human beings must therefore act as Earth trustees individually and collectively

through new arrangements of Earth Trusteeship at all levels. We, members of global civil
society and representatives of organisations involved with the creation of the documents
listed in the Annex, have come together in The Hague, on the occasion of the 70th
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, to reaffirm our common course
and declare our responsibilities as trustees for Earth. We celebrate and embrace the
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights and, at the same time, call upon all peoples,
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2. Principles for a
Universal Declaration on
Responsibilities for

Human Rights and Earth
Trusteeship

Principle 1
Responsibilities for
Earth
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Principle 2
Responsibilities within
the Community of Life

Principle 3
Responsibilities for
Human Rights

Annex - Documents
referred to in the Haqgu
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[ ] [ ]
Principles:
[ ]
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/mandate/Basics/declaration.asp
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/37/a37r007.htm
https://portals.iucn.org/library/efiles/documents/cfe-003.pdf
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/conf151/aconf15126-1annex1.htm

https://www.interactioncouncil.org/publications/universal-declaration-
human-responsibilities

http://globalization.icaap.org/content/v2.2/declare.html

http://earthcharter.org/virtual-library2/the-earth-charter-text/
https://www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.htm
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/what-is-
gc/mission/principles
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf

http://www.rightsofmotherearth.com/declaration-of-the-rights-of-mother-earth

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/EPLP-031-
rev4.pdf

https://globaljustice.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/OsloPrinciples.pdf

https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/world_declaration_on_the_en
vironmental_rule_of_law_final_2017-3-17.pdf

www.earthtrusteeship.world/the-hague-principles-for-a-universal-declaration-on-human-responsibilities-and-earth-trusteeship/ 5/6


http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/mandate/Basics/declaration.asp
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/37/a37r007.htm
https://portals.iucn.org/library/efiles/documents/cfe-003.pdf
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/conf151/aconf15126-1annex1.htm
https://www.interactioncouncil.org/publications/universal-declaration-human-responsibilities
http://globalization.icaap.org/content/v2.2/declare.html
http://earthcharter.org/virtual-library2/the-earth-charter-text/
https://www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.htm
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/mission/principles
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.rightsofmotherearth.com/declaration-of-the-rights-of-mother-earth
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/EPLP-031-rev4.pdf
https://globaljustice.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/OsloPrinciples.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/world_declaration_on_the_environmental_rule_%20of_law_final_2017-3-17.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/world_declaration_on_the_environmental_rule_%20of_law_final_2017-3-17.pdf

7/8/2021 The Hague Principles for a Universal Declaration on Human Responsibilities and Earth Trusteeship | Earth Trusteeship

http://files.harmonywithnatureun.org/uploads/upload722.pdf

http://www.alliance-
respons.net/IMG/pdf/eng_udir_decl_interdependence_responsibility17.pdf

http://pactenvironment.org/aboutpactenvironment/the-project/
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