
Introduction‌ ‌ 
Lake‌‌Vättern‌‌is‌‌the‌‌second‌‌largest‌‌lake‌‌in‌‌Sweden.‌‌It‌‌provides‌‌drinking‌‌water‌‌for‌‌more‌‌than‌‌250‌‌                                 
000‌ ‌people,‌ ‌a‌ ‌number‌ ‌that‌ ‌may‌ ‌increase‌ ‌substantially‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌future‌ ‌as‌ ‌both‌ ‌Örebro‌ ‌and‌‌                             
Stockholm,‌ ‌and‌ ‌even‌ ‌Denmark‌ ‌and‌ ‌Germany,‌ ‌are‌ ‌looking‌ ‌at‌ ‌Vättern‌ ‌as‌ ‌a‌ ‌source‌ ‌of‌ ‌water.‌ ‌ 

The‌ ‌communities‌ ‌living‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌lake‌ ‌Vättern‌ ‌area‌ ‌have‌ ‌mobilised‌ ‌against‌ ‌the‌ ‌environmental‌‌                         
destruction‌‌of‌‌Vättern‌‌and‌‌surrounding‌‌ecosystems‌‌for‌‌many‌‌years.‌‌Aktion‌‌Rädda‌‌Vättern‌‌(ARV)‌‌                         
and‌ ‌Urbergsgruppen‌ ‌Grenna‌ ‌are‌ ‌two‌ ‌of‌ ‌many‌ ‌organisations‌ ‌and‌ ‌networks‌ ‌which‌ ‌have‌‌                       
continued‌‌to‌‌protect‌‌Vättern‌‌and‌‌surrounding‌‌ecosystems‌‌in‌‌the‌‌wake‌‌of‌‌pollution‌‌of‌‌the‌‌lake‌‌by‌‌                               
corporations‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Swedish‌ ‌state.‌ ‌ 

In‌ ‌2018-2019‌ ‌Swedish‌ ‌Earth‌ ‌Rights‌ ‌Lawyers‌‌drafted‌‌a‌‌declaration‌‌of‌‌the‌‌rights‌‌of‌‌lake‌‌Vättern‌‌                             
with‌ ‌assistance‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌U.S.‌ ‌based‌ ‌organisation‌ ‌Community‌ ‌Environmental‌ ‌Legal‌ ‌Defense‌‌                     
Fund‌‌(CELDF).‌‌The‌‌declaration‌‌was‌‌adopted‌‌by‌‌the‌‌Earth‌‌Rights‌‌Conference‌‌2019‌‌and‌‌it‌‌is‌‌the‌‌                               
foundation‌ ‌of‌ ‌an‌ ‌emerging‌ ‌coalition‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌rights‌ ‌of‌ ‌lake‌ ‌Vättern.‌‌ ‌  

#1‌ ‌Presentation‌ ‌ 

Presentation‌ ‌ 
Violation‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌rights‌ ‌of‌ ‌nature:‌ ‌ 

The‌‌aquatic‌‌ecosystems‌‌in‌‌lake‌‌Vättern‌‌are‌‌threatened‌‌by‌‌past,‌‌ongoing‌‌and‌‌planned‌‌activities.‌‌                           
These‌‌include‌‌activities‌‌such‌‌as‌‌a‌‌zinc‌‌mine‌‌leaking‌‌heavy‌‌metals‌‌into‌‌the‌‌lake,‌‌planned‌‌mining‌‌                               
for‌ ‌rare‌ ‌earth‌ ‌minerals,‌ ‌a‌ ‌large‌ ‌paper‌ ‌mill‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Swedish‌ ‌defense‌ ‌forces‌ ‌military‌ ‌use‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                                 
lake‌ ‌for‌ ‌shooting‌ ‌exercise,‌ ‌both‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌air‌ ‌and‌ ‌by‌ ‌heavy‌ ‌artillery‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌shores.‌ ‌ 

In‌‌2019‌‌the‌‌Swedish‌‌Armed‌‌Forces‌‌were‌‌granted‌‌permission‌‌to‌‌expand‌‌Karlsborg‌‌military‌‌airport‌‌                           
and‌ ‌extend‌ ‌shootings‌ ‌into‌ ‌the‌ ‌lake.‌ ‌Extended‌ ‌shootings‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌lake‌ ‌will‌‌harm‌‌the‌‌water,‌‌affect‌‌                               
nature‌ ‌experience,‌ ‌cause‌ ‌noises,‌ ‌harm‌ ‌the‌ ‌wildlife‌ ‌and‌ ‌harm‌ ‌activities‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌lake‌ ‌such‌ ‌as‌‌                             
farming,‌ ‌tourism‌ ‌and‌ ‌fishing.‌ ‌The‌ ‌air‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌polluted‌ ‌by‌ ‌CO2‌‌as‌‌well‌‌as‌‌other‌‌polluting‌‌gases.‌‌                                 

https://www.rightsofnaturetribunal.org/cases/vattern-case/#1590541122764-4235cbab-d351


The‌ ‌water‌ ‌and‌ ‌land‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌polluted‌ ‌by‌ ‌lead‌ ‌and‌ ‌chemicals.‌ ‌Furthermore,‌ ‌lake‌ ‌Vättern‌ ‌is‌ ‌a‌‌                               
specially‌ ‌protected‌ ‌area‌ ‌according‌ ‌to‌ ‌Natura‌ ‌2000‌ ‌and‌ ‌has‌ ‌also‌ ‌received‌ ‌status‌ ‌of‌ ‌National‌‌                           
Water‌ ‌Protection‌ ‌Area.‌‌ ‌  

Studies‌‌of‌‌wildlife‌‌have‌‌shown‌‌that‌‌birds‌‌are‌‌severely‌‌affected‌‌by‌‌the‌‌shootings.‌‌There‌‌are‌‌many‌‌                               
protected‌‌species‌‌within‌‌the‌‌affected‌‌area.‌‌The‌‌expansion‌‌of‌‌Karlsborg‌‌airport‌‌will‌‌entail‌‌a‌‌higher‌‌                             
risk‌ ‌of‌ ‌contaminating‌ ‌lake‌ ‌Vättern‌ ‌with‌ ‌chemical‌ ‌products‌ ‌and‌ ‌hazardous‌ ‌waste,‌ ‌thereby‌‌                       
harming‌‌the‌‌diverse‌‌fish‌‌fauna.‌‌The‌‌expansion‌‌will‌‌also‌‌negatively‌‌affect‌‌the‌‌sensitive‌‌bat‌‌colony‌‌                             
in‌ ‌Karlsborgs‌ ‌fortress.‌‌ ‌  

Mining‌ ‌concessions‌ ‌for‌ ‌exploration‌ ‌and‌ ‌exploitation‌ ‌of‌ ‌minerals‌ ‌have‌ ‌been‌ ‌granted‌ ‌to‌‌venture‌‌                         
capitalist‌ ‌companies‌ ‌such‌ ‌as‌ ‌Tasman‌ ‌Metals‌ ‌AB‌ ‌and‌ ‌European‌ ‌Cobalt‌ ‌ltd‌ ‌at‌ ‌Norra‌ ‌Kärr‌ ‌and‌‌                             
Havsmon‌ ‌nr‌ ‌1,‌ ‌close‌ ‌to‌ ‌Vättern.‌ ‌ 

Tasman‌ ‌Metals‌ ‌exploration‌ ‌concession‌ ‌was‌ ‌extended‌ ‌by‌ ‌two‌ ‌years‌ ‌in‌ ‌August‌ ‌2019,‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌‌                           
company‌ ‌is‌ ‌currently‌ ‌completing‌ ‌their‌ ‌Natura‌ ‌2000‌ ‌application‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌ ‌renewed‌ ‌mining‌ ‌lease.‌‌ ‌  

Watch‌‌an‌‌expert‌‌from‌‌the‌‌Tribunal‌‌on‌‌the‌‌rights‌‌of‌‌lake‌‌Vättern‌‌held‌‌at‌‌Earth‌‌Rights‌‌Conference‌‌                                 
2019‌ ‌in‌ ‌Sigtuna,‌ ‌Sweden.‌ ‌ 



‌ 

The‌‌proposed‌‌mining‌‌activities‌‌will‌‌result‌‌in‌‌increased‌‌risk‌‌of‌‌toxic‌‌contamination‌‌of‌‌lake‌‌Vättern,‌‌                             
noise,‌ ‌negative‌ ‌impacts‌ ‌on‌ ‌rare‌ ‌and‌ ‌endangered‌ ‌species‌ ‌and‌ ‌surrounding‌ ‌Natura‌ ‌2000‌ ‌area.‌‌                         
These‌‌activities‌‌will‌‌exacerbate‌‌the‌‌existing‌‌pollution‌‌of‌‌the‌‌lake‌‌by‌‌heavy‌‌metals,‌‌chemicals‌‌and‌‌                             
radioactive‌ ‌materials.‌ ‌ 

The‌ ‌Injured‌ ‌Party‌ ‌ 
The‌ ‌Case‌ ‌Presenter‌ ‌ 



‌ 

Pia‌ ‌Björstrand‌ ‌ 

Pia‌ ‌Björstrand‌ ‌is‌ ‌a‌ ‌practising‌ ‌lawyer,‌ ‌working‌ ‌as‌ ‌a‌ ‌Defence‌ ‌and‌ ‌family‌ ‌lawyer.‌ ‌Her‌ ‌heart‌ ‌has‌‌                               
always‌ ‌been‌ ‌burning‌ ‌for‌ ‌Nature’s‌ ‌rights,‌ ‌she‌ ‌just‌ ‌didn’t‌ ‌know‌ ‌it‌ ‌until‌‌she‌‌took‌‌the‌‌course‌‌“The‌‌                                 
Earth‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌home‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌soul”‌ ‌and‌ ‌found‌ ‌new‌ ‌hope‌ ‌in‌ ‌her‌ ‌lifelong‌ ‌struggle‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌Earth.‌ ‌ 

Pia‌ ‌has‌ ‌been‌ ‌an‌ ‌engaged‌ ‌environmental‌ ‌activist‌ ‌since‌ ‌ages,‌ ‌is‌ ‌now‌ ‌spokesperson‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌‌                           
Swedish‌ ‌organisation‌ ‌“Klimataktion”,‌ ‌an‌ ‌active‌ ‌member‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌local‌ ‌Transition‌ ‌network‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌‌                         



member‌‌of‌‌the‌‌local‌‌board‌‌of‌‌Swedish‌‌Society‌‌for‌‌Nature‌‌Conservation.‌‌Pia‌‌is‌‌also‌‌a‌‌membrer‌‌of‌‌                                 
the‌ ‌board‌ ‌of‌ ‌”Naturarvet”;‌ ‌a‌ ‌Trust‌ ‌that‌ ‌saves‌ ‌old‌ ‌growth‌ ‌forests‌ ‌in‌ ‌Sweden.‌ ‌She‌‌                           
Image.jpegImage.jpegis‌‌a‌‌co-founder‌‌of‌‌Swedish‌‌Earth‌‌Right‌‌Lawyers‌‌and‌‌#Lawyersforfuture‌‌in‌‌                     
Sweden.‌ ‌ 

The‌ ‌Injured‌ ‌Party‌ ‌ 

‌ 

Carina‌ ‌Gustavsson,‌ ‌Lake‌ ‌Vättern‌ ‌Academy‌ ‌ 



Carina‌‌Gustafsson‌‌was‌‌born‌‌and‌‌raised‌‌by‌‌the‌‌shores‌‌of‌‌Lake‌‌Vättern.‌‌Her‌‌family‌‌have‌‌lived‌‌by‌‌                                 
Lake‌ ‌Vättern‌ ‌since‌ ‌time‌ ‌immemorial‌ ‌and‌ ‌were‌ ‌always‌ ‌taught‌ ‌to‌ ‌appreciate‌ ‌the‌ ‌crystal-clear‌‌                         
springwater.‌ ‌As‌ ‌a‌ ‌Child‌ ‌she‌ ‌often‌ ‌Heard‌ ‌warnings‌ ‌to‌ ‌respect‌ ‌the‌ ‌strong‌ ‌and‌ ‌wild‌ ‌spirit‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌‌                                 
lake.‌ ‌Carina‌ ‌has‌ ‌worked‌ ‌with‌ ‌Indigenous‌ ‌peoples‌ ‌rights‌ ‌and‌ ‌environmental‌ ‌issues‌ ‌for‌ ‌25‌‌                         
years.She‌ ‌now‌‌finds‌‌herself‌‌fighting‌‌here‌‌at‌‌home,‌‌to‌‌protect‌‌that‌‌which‌‌is‌‌closest‌‌to‌‌her‌‌heart:‌‌                                 
Lake‌ ‌Vättern.‌ ‌ 

The‌ ‌Expert‌ ‌ 

‌ 



Eva‌ ‌Charlotta‌ ‌Helsdotter‌ ‌ 

Eva‌ ‌Charlotta‌ ‌Helsdotter‌ ‌have‌ ‌more‌ ‌than‌ ‌three‌ ‌decades‌ ‌of‌ ‌experiences‌ ‌of‌ ‌water‌ ‌resource‌‌                         
management,‌ ‌as‌ ‌a‌ ‌researcher,‌ ‌teacher‌ ‌and‌ ‌consultant.‌ ‌Her‌ ‌PhD‌ ‌in‌ ‌land‌ ‌and‌ ‌water‌ ‌resources‌‌                           
management‌ ‌focused‌‌on‌‌the‌‌pollution‌‌of‌‌metals‌‌in‌‌ground‌‌and‌‌surface‌‌water‌‌and‌‌she‌‌has‌‌been‌‌                               
working‌ ‌together‌ ‌with‌ ‌indigenous‌ ‌people‌ ‌in‌ ‌protecting‌ ‌their‌ ‌land‌ ‌and‌ ‌water.‌ ‌She‌ ‌is‌ ‌currently‌‌                           
working‌ ‌as‌ ‌Associate‌ ‌Professor‌ ‌at‌ ‌Uppsala‌ ‌University‌ ‌in‌ ‌Sweden‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌Dálkke-project‌ ‌where‌‌                         
she‌‌analyzes‌‌consequences‌‌of‌‌climate‌‌change,‌‌how‌‌different‌‌political‌‌actions‌‌within‌‌the‌‌energy‌‌                         
sector‌ ‌claimed‌ ‌to‌ ‌mitigate‌ ‌climate‌ ‌change‌ ‌and‌ ‌how‌ ‌animal,‌ ‌forest,‌ ‌lands‌ ‌and‌ ‌waters‌ ‌are‌ ‌affected.‌ ‌ 

The‌ ‌Legal‌ ‌Advisor‌ ‌ 



‌ 

Mariam‌ ‌Carlsson‌ ‌Kanyama,‌ ‌Swedish‌ ‌Earth‌ ‌Rights‌ ‌Lawyers‌ ‌ 

Mariam‌ ‌Carlsson‌ ‌Kanyama‌ ‌holds‌ ‌an‌ ‌LLM‌ ‌in‌ ‌international‌ ‌environmental‌ ‌law‌ ‌from‌ ‌Lund‌‌                       
University,‌‌Sweden.‌‌She‌‌has‌‌worked‌‌with‌‌the‌‌International‌‌Environmental‌‌Law‌‌Research‌‌Center‌‌                       
(IELRC)‌ ‌in‌ ‌Nairobi,‌ ‌Kenya‌ ‌and‌ ‌is‌ ‌a‌ ‌member‌ ‌of‌ ‌Swedish‌ ‌Earth‌ ‌Lawyers‌ ‌(‌ ‌SERL).‌ ‌Her‌ ‌work‌‌at‌‌                                 
IELRC‌‌focused‌‌on‌‌climate‌‌finance‌‌and‌‌her‌‌contributions‌‌within‌‌SERL‌‌center‌‌on‌‌anticolonial‌‌and‌‌                           
antiracist‌‌practices‌‌of‌‌environmental‌‌law.‌ ‌As‌‌a‌‌member‌‌of‌‌SERL‌‌she‌‌is‌‌one‌‌of‌‌the‌‌lawyers‌‌who‌‌                                 
drafted‌ ‌the‌ ‌bill‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌rights‌ ‌of‌ ‌lake‌ ‌Vättern,‌ ‌adopted‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌Earth‌ ‌Rights‌ ‌conference‌ ‌2019.‌ ‌ 



Legislation‌ ‌ 
We‌ ‌ask:‌ ‌ 

‌That‌‌the‌‌Swedish‌‌parliament‌‌recognize‌‌the‌‌rights‌‌of‌‌lake‌‌Vättern‌‌according‌‌to‌‌the‌‌Declaration‌‌of‌‌                               
the‌ ‌rights‌ ‌of‌ ‌lake‌ ‌Vättern.‌ ‌ 

‌That‌‌the‌‌Swedish‌‌state‌‌restore‌‌all‌‌natural‌‌water‌‌functions,‌‌all‌‌populations‌‌of‌‌organisms,‌‌soil‌‌and‌‌                               
terrestrial‌ ‌and‌ ‌aquatic‌ ‌sub-ecosystems‌ ‌in‌ ‌lake‌ ‌Vättern.‌ ‌ 

‌That‌ ‌the‌ ‌Swedish‌ ‌state‌ ‌provide‌ ‌rehabilitation‌ ‌and‌ ‌satisfaction‌ ‌to‌ ‌communities‌ ‌that‌‌have‌‌been‌‌                           
adversely‌ ‌affected‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌above‌ ‌mentioned‌ ‌activities.‌ ‌ 

‌That‌ ‌the‌ ‌swedish‌‌state‌‌provide‌‌means‌‌for‌‌sufficient‌‌surveillance‌‌of‌‌the‌‌health‌‌of‌‌Lake‌‌Vättern,‌‌                               
with‌ ‌adequate‌‌testing‌‌of‌‌pollutants,‌‌also‌‌deep/close‌‌to‌‌the‌‌lakebed‌‌and‌‌increase‌‌the‌‌number‌‌of‌‌                             
substances‌ ‌to‌ ‌test‌ ‌for.‌ ‌ 

‌That‌‌the‌‌polluting‌‌industries‌‌that‌‌operate‌‌close‌‌to‌‌the‌‌lake,‌‌be‌‌ordered‌‌to‌‌install‌‌state‌‌of‌‌the‌‌art‌‌                                     
purification‌ ‌facillities/treatment‌ ‌plants.‌ ‌ 

‌That‌‌Sweden‌‌adopt‌‌measures,‌‌such‌‌as‌‌the‌‌establishment‌‌of‌‌an‌‌Ombudsman‌‌for‌‌the‌‌Rights‌‌of‌‌                               
Nature‌‌so‌‌as‌‌to‌‌adequately‌‌uphold,‌‌protect‌‌and‌‌implement‌‌the‌‌rights‌‌of‌‌Mother‌‌Earth‌‌according‌‌                             
to‌ ‌the‌ ‌Universal‌ ‌Declaration‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Rights‌ ‌of‌ ‌Mother‌ ‌Earth‌ ‌into‌ ‌Swedish‌ ‌law.‌ ‌ 

‌ 


